THE  CORONATION OATH
None of your Scotch metaphysics, Mr Dundas!   None of your
Scotch metaphysics!
Similarly in January 1799, shortly after Pitt had outlined his plan
to the House of Commons, George stated his case in a letter to
the Prime Minister.
I cannot [he wrote] help at the same time expressing to Mr Pitt some
surprise at having seen in a letter from Lord Castlereagh to the Duke
of Portland on Monday an idea of an established stipend by the
authority of Government for the Catholic Clergy of Ireland. I am
certain any encouragement to such an idea must give real offence to
the Established Church in Ireland, as well as to the true friends of
our Constitution; for it is certainly creating a second Church
Establishment, which could not but be highly injurious. The
tolerating Dissenters is fair; but the trying to perpetuate a separation
in religious opinions by providing for the support of their clergy as
an establishment is certainly going far beyond the bounds of justice
or policy,
It is impossible to believe that Pitt did not reassure the King at
this stage: he could do so quite honourably because whatever
his plans for the future may then have been he had definitely
abandoned the idea of linking the emancipation of the Catholics
to the Act of Union. Thus George in May 1800 could regard
the latter as
one of the most useful measures that has been effected during my
reign, one that will give stability to the whole empire, and from the
want of industry and capital in Ireland be but little felt by this
country as diminishing its trade and manufactures. For the advant-
ages to Ireland can only arise by slow degrees, and the wealth of
Great Britain will undoubtedly, by furnishing the rest of the globe
with its articles of commerce, not feel any material disadvantage in
that particular from the future prosperity of Ireland*
A selfish way of looking at it perhaps, but nevertheless thoroughly
British.
Pitt was too much of a realist to ignore the stern logic of events;
and although he knew that the King would resist any attempt to
remove the disabilities under which Catholics laboured he was
none the less convinced that it was his duty as a public servant
to proceed along the lines which he had originally laid down.
He could not fail to recognize that the Union as it stood was a
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